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As a lawyer, when I am asked about proper procedure at a meeting, my first question is: What rules

do you use? Is there an applicable statute, or bylaws or rules that the organization has adopted?

Nine times out of ten, the answer is: "Robert's Rules of Order." Robert's is the most widely used

parliamentary manual in the United States.General Henry M. Robert published the original "Robert's

Rules" in 1875 and 1876 and, since the copyright on that edition (and the next few editions) has

long since expired, there are numerous unofficial editions on the market. The third edition, published

in 1893, is still marketed in paperback by more than one publisher as the "original" Robert's Rules.

With the copyright expired, even the name "Robert's" has passed into the public domain, and many

imitators have slapped the name "Robert's" on books of parliamentary procedure that bear minimal

relation to General Robert's work (much as many dictionaries claim the name "Webster's" without



any connection to Noah Webster or the Merriam-Webster brand that carries on his work). This book

is the real Robert's, composed by an editorial board appointed by General Robert's heirs (including

his descendants Sarah and Henry III, both eminent parliamentarians). Now in its tenth edition,

published in 2000, this book "supersedes all previous editions and is intended automatically become

the parliamentary authority in organizations whose bylaws prescribe 'Robert's Rules of Order' . . . or

the like, without specifying a particular edition.
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